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MINERAL RESCURCES IN PRENCH WEST AFRICA

MINING I¥ UPPER VOLTA -- Dakar, Paris-Daker, 4 Sep 52

Fotentinl Resources

A complete study of the mining potential of Upper Volta has not. yet teen
made, but preliminary ateps to that epd have been and are still being taken.
Tan July 1952, the Service des Mines (Mine Service) was established. At present,
tvo geologists of the Uirection Federaly des Mines et de la Seologie (Federal
Dircctorate of Mines and Gerology) of French West Africa are preparing a geo-
logical map of Upper Volta. Minlng euplorations thus far huve been fragmentary
and surerficiul. However, it is xnown that from the standpoint of geological
syructure, Upper Volte is similar tc neighboring regions (including the Gold
Coast), where more complete evxplorations have yielded good results. Thus, it
may be assumed tnat similar results can be ortasined in Upper Volta as well.

Present Discover fes nnd acrivity

in {mportant mangenese depcsit is located neer Tiere {or Kiere), north-
west of Hounde, a few xilometers from the Boto Dioulasso-Cuagadougou road.
It is approximately on su =ast-wesl aviy end consists of three nills 60 meters
high and toraling 300 meters in iengih. The minimum ore vaserves of this
23,0040 tons . The manganese content is 50 per-

depoelt have been estimaied at 700,0
coinl in the sostern nill and tetvelr 29 and 30 parcent in the ovher twa mills.

/Nrcoraisg to on urticle published in the 20 Novewber 1952 ius
a‘lvcire, Abidjan biweskly uewspaper, the Tlere mapgansse deposit can
]

o Lo
Te profitabiy wrpleited at an annual production rate of 20,0 . This

srmwe pource also reported that, narording to the Regie das Cheming de Fer
Bropeh Wwoot Africs, it would cost 2,500 francs

(Zailrend Adminisiration! of Froneh '
per onon Lo transport “he wmark . ore Trem Tisre to Abidjan./

Vanganase 15 known o £xist slso ln the Founy area, north of Batile.
seting ls being carried on by the 3ociets Marocaine deg Mines

(Morocc~y Mining and Chemical Products Company) at
Preparations for

Gold prosy
et Produits Chimiqu
Foura, a small village located 45 xilometers from Boromo.
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actual miniog operations are being made at a rapid pace. Mining is scheduled to
begin at the end of 1953. Ore with as much as 4O grams of jold per tou has been
reported.

.*" " ’14 1

The natives have mined gold for about 20 y=ars in the area near Bagassi, a j~
village located 50 kilometers west of Boromo. A thorough study of this deposit H

is degirzble.

As for dlamonds, the administration has never undertaken prospecting in
Upper Volta. However, at present, two private companies have prospecting teams
looking for diamonds in the southern section of the territory.

Copper 1s found at Gongoudy., about 20 kilometers eact of Gaoua, where a
emall deposit has been worked by & European coucern for about 15 years.

Pozzuolana has beesn found in ihe eastern portion of Upper Volta. If it
can be obteined in comparatively large amounts, it will be of tremendous
importance 1o the tervitoryis sconomy, because at pragent, imported cement
s=1ls for 16,000 rrancs per ton at Bobo Dioulassc and 22,000 at Ouagasdougou.

Graphite nas been reported in the Tenkodogo Cercle, near the Uppsr Volua-
Gold Coast werder.

The Bureaw Minier de la France d Outre-Mer {(Bureau of Mines of Overseas
France) 15 awalting the issuance of an 2xploration p=rmit Ly the government
of Freanch Wept Africa covering approvimately the area delimited by Leo,
Boromo, Diebougou, Kanipti, Batie, and the Upper Volta-Gold Cosst border.

MANGANESE TN FRENCH SUDAN. TVORY COAST. FRENCE GUINEA -- Abidjan, La Cote d'Ivoire,
26 Nov &2

Tmportant outcrops of manganese-bearing quartzites have been reported in the
Ansongo region of the French Sudan 3everal surveys, one ¢f which is still under
way, have revealed the Tact that the ore ryeserves of this deposit amount to be«
tween 5 million and 8 miilion tons. Laboratory analysss mads thus far show that
marketable ore can b obtained from this deposit either darestly or with a simple
eurichment proc=ses.

Further exploration in dipth is necessary, however, to determine the exact
eytent of the d=postt. To this ond, aexgotiations Are 2urrootly under way with
a viev Lo forming a pro.p-rting ompany which would i{nclude the US Steel Corpora-
tion, the Pureau Minler de in France d'Outre-Mer, and tie Societe Mokia <1l-Hadid

(Mokte «l-fad4ii Company 11 12 belie<eda that the aecessary exploration opera-
tions would be carried out duriag the period 1953 - 195% at an estimated cost
of 100 m:llion CFA Jrancs and Lhar “ull-scale mining would begin in 1958.

Trne major prevlem tuvolved fn workiug the Ansongo dcposit would bz the
removal of the marketalbls ore fron the mining area to the sea The rollowing

Three Toutes ave under conglderation

1. The niger River, from Ansonpo vo Kouroussse, Prenih Guinea; and the

Voaitan-Canakey raiivoama, Trow Houroussa to Conakry, French Guaieea

Nse of this route would necassitats carrying out the Niaadan dam and
Bamako branch canal prof-cns ? 2y River Morwover, the cost of trans-
POYLLGE  Tne ore voula cor o avout, 1C¢,000 francs per ton, as compared with
<5 FOB value or 3,0C0 ragcy par ton tise of this rouve, therefore, ig
taadvisadle
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2. A road or railrozd O be bLailt from AnsOngo to {uaagu.uzou, Upper Volta,
and the Abidjan-Wigsr railroad %o Abidjan, Ivory Coast

but it would require

This route appears to he the most convenient ¢oe,
rt=r road Or railroad.

a large capital outlay for construction of = B30-kilom

3. The Niger River from Ausongo to Malanville, DPahomey; b . 4 to Parakou,
Dakaomey; and the Benin-Niger railroad to a 5=aport to ke bLuilt on e coast of
Dahomey .

Use of this routa wenld Tequirs large investments ané high transportation
Tosts.

D
=
W
b

Many indications of vhe prasence of mang have also been found in the
Ivory Coast, as well as a few 1n rthe for=st re-gir:m of French Guinen.

BAUXITE RES OURCES

1iivoire, 12 Nov 52

The known buuxine - Frenth West Afracn are locatsd for tne most
part ic French Gminca, ¢ st, uné¢ the French Sudan., Thus far, particu-
lar attent<on hes :v:ﬁn RER 2 he exploration aad sxpioltenion of the compara -

Lively lerge hauzite = DOS of Freuth duines . waich are wx follows

1. The Los Islandgs f1Ts, rurrently worged by the Society des Bauxites
l'rq .
AR}

2 A e

du Midi thisrn Eaunibe any ', has an annual rate of outrur of belween

300,000 aud 150,000 tons Phin output can be easily lncregs Lo 450,000 tons .
with Little uidn.lonal cuproul Sutiay For an @xpansion of facilisies for stocking

the ore. ves of marvenabio ore are »"-;.L}mur»:-d at 10 miilion tons. Exploita-

tion of the Lauxite rescur Tamn'a island is not fovesecn before the comple-

tion of the curr=nt hoyan- 414 T)ldl sinee the reserves on Kasca island

are sufficient to food vhe p:or"::siz:g; rlant f'or atout L0 years.
2 Thz Hoke deposit or the 2le Jes Bauxines du Midi ic believed to con-
tatn, on the basis of eXploraticns ried out to date, tetwsen 30 million and
€0 million tuna we bruxite, witn an aluminum connent, of approxilmately 55 percent,
Prospecting will cantinu- ' LEent rAats Vexpenditur: of 20 million CFA
francs annuallvi unu" 3 ‘or actusl exploitation of the derosit
can be made betwsor P:LLH;BL»‘::Q that the furture Boke mines
will produce annue oy o ary baurite, wiich wiil be pro-
cessed Lornlly Tipee o Jroduct will be
Victoria

t.rnn.,}.ut fdd P_. '
arsa. The total i 1o astimated ot

& viilion francs

v Tompany) oo
WRen P_u million
santent

or
content

srted also
munt avuait

Many TeLions o nied procoros of bauxite have besn found o Lthe ¥French
nrly o du e ponront aadoin the Trory Coest Bag Crvally

Approved For Release 2003/09/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700220236-1




Approved For Release 2003/09/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700220236-1

25X1

RESTRICIED

MAURTTANTA COPFER DEPOSIT T( BE EXPLOITED -- Marseille, L'Antzone, 26 Nov 52 {

On 1 July 1950. on the basis of deliberations made by the Grand Council of
French West Africa and the General Council of Mauritania, the Syndicat de 1'Inchiri
(Inchiri Syndicate) was orgesnized to survey and eventually exploit the copper re-
sources discoverzd in the Akjoujt region of Mauritania. The syndicate's expendi-
tures are covered by the followving organizations- administraticn - Mauritania,

25 percent; govermment of Freuch West Africa, 25 percent; and Bureau Minler de la
France d'Outre-Mer, 50 percent., IXts initial capital of 75 million CFA francs
was increagsed to 200 million to speed up its work.

Thus far, the syndicate has made 24 drillings totaling 2,714 meters and has
completed a 100-meter section of a shaft which was begun in June 1952.

Present estimates place the Akjou)t coppsr {1in metal form) reserves at
600,000 tons.
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